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Abstract

This article has introduced the public domain, the
intellectual works which are not in protection of
intellectual property. In other word, by analyzing this
concept has tried to clarify its position and importance.
Public domain attempts to cause balance among the
rights of authors, society and third parties. Although the
public domain has a long history in intellectual property
law, but unfortunately little attention has been theorists
and decision-makers in this very important field. While
the public domain can play an important role in the free
flow of information, increase public information, the
achievement of a democratic society, creating an
atmosphere for the development of creativity, broad
access to cultural heritage, development of public health
and safety. The analysis of this concept reviewed in
three section. First, the literal and technical review is
considered. After that, has compared the public domain
with other similar concepts of public property, state
property, Anfal (an islamic concept), permissible and
common heritage of mankind. Eventually, next section
has introduced the most important examples of public
domain in different legal systems, while expressing its
uncountable.
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8. Copyright Social Conflict

9. Copyfight Movement

10. Infoanarchists Movement

11. Anti Copyright Movement

12. Copyleft Movement

13. Free Software Movement
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2. Declaration Of Principles Governing The Sea-
Bed And Ocean Floor, And The Subsoil Thereof,
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5. Baker v. Selden, 101 U.S. 99 (1879)

6. Mazer v. Stein, 347 U.S. 201 (1954)

7. Donoghue v. Allied Newspapers Limited (1938)
8. Victoria Park Racing & Recreation Grounds Co
Ltd v Taylor (1937)
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3. Wipo Copyright Treaty (WCT) 1996

4. Directive 91/250/EC Of The European
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1. Directive 2006/116/EC of The European
Parliament And Of The Council Of 12 December
2006 on the term of protection of copyright and
certain related rights.

2. Article 302 of Copyright Act U.S 1978

3. Article 33 of Copyright Act 1968

4. Article 6 of Copyright Act Canada 1985
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7. European Patent Act (Munich) 5 October 1973
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